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Introduction

The sub-continent or India is a huge part of Asia.
Although it is separated from the rest of the continent
by the Himalayan mountain range in the north and
big deserts in the west, it is also an important part of
the continental history. At a time when
Mesopotamian cultures were at their peak, as literary
and urban culture, India, too had a literal and urban
society. Because of its suitable environment for
human life it had always been a center for
civilization.

These beliefs also had a great effect over the entire
human population. Brahmanism, Jainism, Sikhism are
all originated from this subcontinent. Perhaps the
most important of all Buddhism is originated from
India. If one mentions those populations who believe
in these religions, one would interestingly be able to
see that, nearly half of the human population believes
in religions which originated in India. And the other
half of the human population believes in Judeo-
Christian beliefs like Christianity, Islam and Jew.
Even this example shows us the importance of India.
Because of its importance it had always been the
subject of interest of other societies.

On the other hand for non-Indians the most striking
point of Indian society is its caste system. Caste,
which is a Portuguese word in origin, is a social
structure whose origins lie of three and a half
millennia ago. Besides, the most striking specification
of the caste system is not its age. The most striking
point is the structure itself. Caste system is a social
structure where virtually little social mobility exists.

The castes are closed to outer castes so much that
every one of them has its own language version
which others do not understand, considering they
speak mostly the same language.

The Caste system is a unique structure, but it is not
the only social structure which divides the society
between priests, noble, soldiers and craftsmen. Before
the enlightenment and industrialization ages it was
common for the whole world societies to have such
social divisions. What makes the caste system unique
is its system of inter-class relations.

British Rule

The caste system in India during the British rule
extended beyond being hereditary phenomenon. Some
people could apply to be re-classified into a caste they
preferred. For example, the above order issued in
1937 shows a Mali (gardener-agriculturist) being
legally awarded the Kshatriya: a warrior caste in
ancient India, by British officials. Similarly, many laws
such as the Stamp Act required Indians to declare their
caste in official documents to be granted lease or
license.

The role of the British on the caste system in India is
controversial. Some sources suggest that the caste
system became formally rigid during the British Raj,
when the British started to enumerate castes during
the ten-year census and meticulously codified the
system under their rule. Zwart, for example, notes in
his review article that the caste system used to be
thought of as an ancient fact of Hindu life, but
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Changes in the Caste System

Despite many problems, the caste system has
operated successfully for centuries, providing goods
and services to India's many millions of citizens. The
system continues to operate, but changes are
o'ccurring. India's constitution guarantees basic rights
to all its citizens, including the right to equality and
equal protection before the law. The practice of
untouchability, as well as discrimination on the basis
of caste, race, sex, or religion, has been legally
abolished. All citizens have the right to vote, and
political competition is lively. Voters from every
stratum of society have formed interest groups,
overlapping and crosscutting castes, creating an
evolving new style of integrating Indian society.
Caste associations have expanded their areas of
concern beyond traditional elite emulation and local
politics into the wider political arenas of state and
national politics. Finding power in numbers within
India's democratic system, caste groups are pulling
together closely allied subcastes in their quest for
political influence. In efforts to solidify caste bonds,
some caste associations have organized marriage fairs
where families can make matches for their children.
Tradiﬁoml hierarchical concerns are being minimized
in favor of strengthening horizontal unity. Thus,
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